
Principal’s Corner 
Dear Wildcat Families, 

It’s Grow Time! 

On behalf of the staff at MCSWSE, we would like to thank the parents/guardians 
for helping to make the Family Nights at the school and the Clay Center a huge 
success. 

Mr. Wooten and I want to thank the staff at Mary C. Snow West Side Elementary 
for working tirelessly every day to ensure our students are safe, loved, their 
needs are met, and they are educated. 

As the end of the year is approaching, it is an extremely busy time of the year 
and we have some fun and exciting activities planned for your child. We want to 
continue to encourage good attendance and punctuality at school. To accomplish 
this task, we ask that you bring your child to school every day and on time by 
7:30 a.m. If your child is unable to attend, please call the office and/or let your 
child’s teacher know.  

It is that time of the year for testing. So, if you have a child in grades 3-5, please 
speak to them about how important it is to try their best on the test. Testing will 
begin the week of April 25th for the 3rd and 4th graders and the week of May 3rd for 
the 5th graders. 

Staff Appreciation Week is approaching (May 2-6) and we would love to have 
some volunteers help with this. If you would like to help show your gratitude for 
the staff at MCSWSE, please attend the PTO meeting on April 25 either in person 
or you can request to be called on the phone. 

Please continue to encourage your child to help support the vision here at 
MCSWSE, which is to LEAD. We Listen to learn, Engage our minds, Achieve our 
goals, and Do the right thing. 

Thank you for your support and cooperation. It’s a Great Day to be a Wildcat!  

Kindest Regards, 

Destiny Spencer, Principal  
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Upcoming Events 
Friday, 4/15/22 
• NO SCHOOL 

Monday, 4/18/22 
• NO SCHOOL for students 
   Professional Learning Day 

Monday, 4/25/22 

• PTO Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
• LSIC Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday-Thursday, 4/26-28/22 
• General Summative Assessment (GSA) 

- 3rd & 4th Grade 

Tuesday, 4/26/22 

• 5th Grade Step Up Day to WSMS 

Wednesday, 5/4/22 

• Last day of Wildcat Academy 

5/2-6/22 
• Teacher Appreciation Week 

Monday-Thursday, 5/2-5/22 

• General Summative Assessment (GSA) 
- 5th Grade 

Friday, 5/6/22 

• Special Olympics 

Tuesday, 5/10/22 

• NO SCHOOL - Primary Election 

Thursday, 5/19/22 
• 5th Grade Graduation @ 9:30 a.m. 

Monday, 5/23/22 
• Awards Assembly 
• LAST DAY OF SCHOOL
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Classroom News 
Preschool 

We have been busy learning about these topics in 
preschool: Buildings, Machines, Shadows, Recycling and 
Trash. During our Trash Unit, we incorporated the study 
of worms. Another daily topic is Friendship Skills. We use 
PATHS curriculum to learn about facial expressions, what 
characteristics make up a good friend, and how to calm 
down when we get upset. In preschool, we call “calming 
down” DOING THE TURTLE. Because our PATHS lessons 
taught us when we get upset, 1. We stop 2. Take a deep 
breath 3. Go in our shell (private space) 4. Use our words 
about how we feel. We use our PATHS skills in our 
centers to build friendships with classmates. As we enter 
into the 4th nine weeks, most of our preschool students 
can identify all 26 letters in the alphabet and count to 10. 
We look forward to meeting our end of the year goals. 
Good job Preschool! 

Kindergarten 

Happy Spring everyone! In Language Arts, we are 
continuing to reinforce letter/sounds of the alphabet, 
work on CVC/CVCe words, high-frequency words, and 
writing short complete sentences. 

In math, we are refining addition/subtraction facts for 
numbers 0-10, counting to 100 by 1s, and 3D shapes. 

First Grade  

It’s now the last semester of first grade and we have 
loved teaching your first grader this year! It has been so 
rewarding listening to your children read, learn about 
shapes, and tell time! Your child is becoming more 
confident with completing work and reading by 
themselves. Please continue to work on practicing sight 
words with your child and reading with them as much as 
you can! It will benefit your child greatly! There are so 
many fun activities and lessons that we will be learning 
about this nine weeks! 

Academic skills you can expect of your first grader: 

● Decode and spell words with trigraphs like igh in light. 

● Practice decoding words with consonant blends, vowel 
teams like oa in boat or ue in blue 

● Decoding and spelling words with open and close 
syllables like oo in bloom 

● Read and write high-frequency words such as would 
and today 

● Continuing to read aloud first-grade books with 
accuracy and understanding 

● Being able to comprehend the story after reading 

● Being able to identify and know the worth of a penny, 
nickel, dime, quarter and dollar. 

● Review how to add and subtract within 20, 
demonstrating fluency for addition and subtraction 
within 10 and use strategies such as 

 ○ counting on; 

 ○ making ten (e.g., 8 + 6 = 8 + 2 + 4 = 10 + 4  
 = 14); 

 ○ decomposing a number leading to a ten (e.g.,   
 13 – 4 = 13 – 3 – 1 = 10 – 1 = 9); 

 ○ using the relationship between addition and   
 subtraction (e.g., knowing that 8 + 4 = 12, one   
 knows 12 – 8= 4); and 

 ○ creating equivalent but easier or known sums   
 (e.g., adding 6 +7 by creating the known   
 equivalent 6 + 6 + 1 = 12 + 1 = 13). 

Second Grade 

We would like to welcome Mr. Runion to MCSWSE. He 
will be finishing off the year in Mrs. Huffman’s class. 
Our students have worked on counting money and telling 
time. Now, we are working on subtracting 3-digit 
numbers with regrouping. 
A reminder that to be a good reader, children should read 
and be read to every day. 

Third Grade 

Third grade has been learning a lot about different 
genres including historical nonfiction, historical fiction, 
biographies, and autobiographies. We are reading about 
different people throughout history who have made a 
positive impact including Frederick Douglass, Jane 
Adams, and Milton Hershey. In math we are learning 
about multiplication, division, graphs, area, and 
perimeter. Students should study their multiplication 
facts daily. Third graders will take the GSA for the first 
time this year, but there is nothing to worry about as long 
as everyone does their best! 

Fourth Grade 

Fourth grade is continuing to progress. In Math we are 
working on Fractions. On April 21, we will be having 
some hands on Science fun at Camp Virgil Tate. We are 
continuing to strive and make our students successful 
citizens. 

It’s a GREAT DAY to be a WILDCAT! 2 The WESTSIDE is the BEST SIDE!

WILDCAT NEWSLETTER SUMMER 2022



Fifth Grade 

Our 5th graders have been very busy growing and 
meeting our goals! We're discovering different ways to 
work with fractions and exploring multiple types of 
literature; informational text and text structure, 
argumentative text, as well as author's purpose, and 
claim. We went to the Culture Center to see a ballet 
performance, Finding Boots. Our 5th graders were one of 
two elementary groups to attend NASA Space Day at the 
Clay Center with middle school students. Our students 
have enjoyed learning from our guests with the LIFT 
Program (Leadership, Intention, Fortitude and 
Teamwork). So far, we've met and worked with Officer 
Whitehead, WV Delegate Danielle Walker, U.S. Attorney 
Will Thompson, and Mayor Amy Goodwin. Up next, we 
have Step Up Day at West Side Middle, Field Day with 
Capital Feeder schools and 5th grade graduation. Then 
we're off to middle school! 

Special Education  

Hello all parents, we have had a wonderful year here in 
the special education department. As always, please 
watch your students backpacks for meeting notices and 
important information. 

Watch for any information about Special Olympics, it is 
scheduled for May. More information to come. 

End of the year testing is getting ready to start for 3rd 
through 5th grade. Please check for any information 
about this from your teachers. 

April is Autism Awareness Month, we like to be inclusive 
to all. 

Mrs. Fryson’s and Ms. Lynch’s families, please be on the 
lookout for information about the field trip coming up. 

Title I Math 
The Title 1 Math department is busy preparing students 
in grades 3-5 for the West Virginia General Summative 
Assessment. Students will begin taking this assessment 
the week of April 25th. We are also working with 
students in grades K-2 on their knowledge of basic math 
facts and to meet their SuccessMaker goal of 0.50 gain in 
Mathematics. 

Title I Reading  
The classroom teachers and Title I Reading teachers have 
been working together to update student assessments 
through the use of Running Records. This assessment 
identifies the current reading level of each student. 
Through the use of Running Records, the teacher listens 
to each student read individually, and the number of 

word errors is compared to the number of words in the 
text. This provides an accuracy percentage. Running 
Records also provides evidence of the type of reading 
strategies that the student can use independently, such as 
self-corrections, re-reading, use of context clues, and 
other visual clues such as sight words, letter patterns, and 
irregular sounds. Another advantage of Running Records 
is that the teacher also observes the type of errors made, 
which will guide the types of skill instruction and practice 
that are needed for the individual student. Lastly, these 
levels are used to form Reading groups during the daily 
Small Group reading time, when Title I Reading teachers 
go into the classroom to support small group reading. We 
are pleased to see that the trend is that the Reading skill 
levels of our students are increasing. 

FYI - Some of you may be aware that one of the Title I 
Reading teachers, Mrs. Duffy, was recently injured and 
that she was out of school until her broken foot healed 
enough to be able to return to school. We are so happy to 
let you know that Mrs. Duffy was able to return to school 
last week. 

Support Services 
We will begin our state's summative assessment at the 
end of this month! 

We've been preparing for the assessment at school, and 
now we need your help! Let’s SYNERGIZE and make 
your child's testing experience successful! Here are some 
ways you can help:  

• Ensure your child arrives at school on time (7:00 
am -7:30 am).  

• Have your child eat a healthy breakfast at home 
or school.  

• Ensure your child gets a good night's sleep.     
• Gently encourage them to do their best. 

Here's a fun idea!! Take a quick moment to write an 
encouraging note to your child. Send the message to Ms. 
Cosby via Schoology, email, or call the school, and Ms. 
Toni will write it down. We will deliver the note to your 
child on the first morning of testing.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out. 

Related Arts 

Library 

In the library we have been practicing cooperation, 
patience, communication, following directions, and being 
proactive. 

It’s a GREAT DAY to be a WILDCAT! 3 The WESTSIDE is the BEST SIDE!

WILDCAT NEWSLETTER SUMMER 2022



The skills being taught are graphing, critical thinking, 
subitizing, coding, categorizing, number sense and real 
world knowledge. 

Seems like a lot but, we are doing all of these skills 
through playing games. 

April is Poetry month so we will end April with some 
marvelous poetry. 

Art 

In art class we will be experimenting with different art 
materials and processes. 

The students will have a chance to create artwork with 
tempera paint, watercolor paint, pencils, markers, clay, 
fibers, tie-dye, oil pastels, printmaking and much more! 

Music 

Hanshew 

In Mrs. Hanshew’s music classes, we’ve been extremely 
busy this quarter!  Here is what we’ve been up to: 

Preschool:  In preschool, we have been busy exploring 
more instruments. We got to play xylophones and 
discover which way is up and which way is down. We’ve 
also had some “Dog Days” full of songs, games, and 
dances all about dogs! 

Kindergarten:  This 9-weeks, we’ve begun exploring 
how to play xylophones! First, we explored up and down 
on the instruments, and now we are moving toward 
playing the steady beat on two bars at the same time. We 
also made a really cool rainstorm using drums and a 
thunder tube! 

First Grade:  We have been continuing to work on 
quarter notes and eighth notes. We learned and acted out 
a cool story called “The Eucalyptus Tree” with 
instruments, and have also learned all about Vivaldi’s 
“Spring” song. 

Second Grade:  We have been having so much fun in 
second grade learning about the difference between 
major and minor music. Right now, we are working on 
masks; one side that represents major music and one side 
that represents minor. Ask your 2nd grader the difference 
between these two types of music! 

Fourth Grade:  In fourth grade, we’ve begun exploring 
music from around the world. We got to play a fun 
singing game from Afghanistan called “Ye Toop Doram,” 
and soon we will explore music from Japan and 
Germany! 

Fifth Grade:  In fifth grade, we have been writing a 
class rondo. We’ve been working in groups to write the 
notes and rhythms, select the instruments, and soon we 
will put it all together into one large rondo. Ask your fifth 
grader what a rondo is! 

Tucker 

We are working on Xylophone projects. Students are 
writing their own compositions. 

Congrats to the following students for participating in the 
All-County Chorus Concert: 

All-County Chorus 

Taraji Harris 

Diamyn Knox 

Ka’Viana Sampson 

Orff Ensemble Group 

Adalynn Clark  

Ayricah Clark  

Anna Burdette  

Talaiya Crawford 

Aubriona Mitchell  

Brooklynn Watson 

Maya Bennett  

Aleea McNeil 

Adri’ann Carter 

Gym 

Mr. Dutton is working on soccer skills in Physical 
Education classes. 
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